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PROPOSITION 103 FALLOUT 

   Ironically, on Election Day, November 1st, Governor John Hickenlooper released his Fiscal Year 2011-13 proposed budget to the Colorado General Assembly’s Joint Budget Committee (the JBC):  $20.09 billion of which $7.29 billion is from the General Fund. 

   Hickenlooper stated in his letter, “The General Fund (financed by income and sales tax) is the area of the budget that is most reflective of the overall economic condition of the state.”  

   As additional basis for his budget, the Governor provided these daunting demands for State services and benefits over the past five years that also reflect the pressures of a growing population and a weak economy:  

· Medicaid enrollment has increased by 281,000 (72 percent);

· Children’s Health Plan caseload has increased by 11,000 (19 percent);

· K-12 student enrollment has increased by 52,000 (6.8 percent); 

· Higher education enrollment has increased 33,600 (20.5 percent; and 

· Annual State Park visits have increased by 766,000 (6.5 percent). 
   One of the most staggering but not surprising statistics in the letter to the JBC is this:  The largest areas of increase in spending in Fiscal Year 2012-13 are in mandatory areas of the budget. The new General Fund resources for the Department of Health Care Policy and Financing (HCPF) account for more than 81.7 percent of the statewide General Fund Increase. This is even after HCPF made $31.9 million of Medicaid budget reductions. 

   Hickenlooper added that “As the economy has weakened, more people are eligible for the program and we are obligated to finance those costs,” and then reminded the JBC that “Many of the expanded health coverage populations from recent years are not paid with General Fund dollars. Rather, those expansions are covered by the hospital provider fee established by House Bill 09-1293.” 

   In comments on Colorado’s General Fund Budget Structure, Hickenlooper points out that “K-12 Education alone represents almost 40 cents out of every state dollar expended.” Also noted is that the State of Colorado has 178 school districts.

   Analysis of the Governor’s proposed budget by the Colorado Fiscal Policy Institute indicates education cuts for kindergarten through 12th grade will equate to an additional $160 per student, with $30 million slashed from need-based financial aid for college students. 

   The writer must opine on what is left out of all the discussion on the cost of education. 

   In light of the heretofore ominous statistics, and in the time taken to prepare the proposed budget, it is obvious to anyone whose head is not under a bushel basket, the Governor held zero possibility that Proposition 103 would pass. 

   The scale of support throughout the Democratic ranks across the state was so nearly invisible that it raised suspicions that it was really a long-driveway Republican-backed proposal, except for Senator Rollie Health, a Boulder Democrat.  

   Those truly caring about the education of our kids and our communities made the decision to go forward with Proposition 103 despite its gloomy prospects.  The Taxpayers Bill of Rights faced similar prospects, but passed after a few tries, even with its ludicrous ratchet down requirement, another lack of educating voters. 

   Proposition 103 was not a permanent solution, but the proponents just could not seem to get voters “educated” about education. The measure provided a “bridge” for just five years, then the tax rates returned to the present rates. 

   While much of the population believes extra-curricular activities are a necessary part of a balanced education, the time may be upon us to devote the funding to the “bookside” of education. Participation in extra-curricular activities would be funded by those participating in them. The screams are hereby noted. 

   In looking back at legislation passed over the years, many of the “laws on the books” get passed because the idea behind them is so good for Colorado. Funds from the Colorado lottery are restricted to “all things outdoors.” Granted, Colorado’s incredible outdoors is worthy, but in this writer’s opinion, that massive stream of funding should have been split between education and things outdoors. (Note the order of priority.) With the feel good momentum that things outdoors generated, it would still have passed. 

   Only an educated society lives free of intolerance, prejudice and tyranny, and even with the economy only slowly improving, it is still a sad day for the measure to be defeated by such overwhelming numbers. Maybe the part of the measure which left the splitting of the dollars between K-12 and higher education up to legislators played a larger part in the defeat of Proposition 103 than proponents are willing to acknowledge. As the measure was written, voters had to ask who would be doing the deciding, and uncertainty in this time of the cynical voter means NO. 
Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
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